
DATE: July 27, 2023 

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY SHEET 
Tracking No. Q lb I - 2-,3 

TITLE OF RESOLUTION: AN ACTION RELATING TO RESOURCES AND 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE; CONFIRMING THE NAVAJO NATION PRESIDENT'S 
APPOINTMENT OF MR. LORENZO C. BATES TO THE NAVAJO NATION WATER 
RIGHTS COMMISSION AS THE NORTHERN AGENCY COMMISSIONER 

PURPOSE: This resolution, if approved, will confirm the appointment of Lorenzo C. Bates to the 
Navajo Nation Water Rights Commission as its Northern Agency Commissioner. 

This written summary does not address recommended amendments as may be provided by 
the standing committee. The Office of Legislative Counsel requests each committee member 
to review the proposed resolution in detail. 
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PROPOSED ST ANDING COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

25th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL - First Year 2023 

INTRODUCED BY 

(Prime Sponsor) 

Tracking No. C lb l -2.3 
AN ACTION 

RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE; 

CONFIRMING THE NAVAJO NATION PRESIDENT'S APPOINTMENT OF 

MR. LORENZO C. BATES TO THE NAVAJO NATION WATER RIGHTS 

COMMISSION AS THE NORTHERN AGENCY COMMISSIONER 

BE IT ENACTED: 

SECTION ONE. AUTHORITY 

A. The Resources and Development Committee is established as a standing committee of 

the Navajo Nation Council. 2 N.N.C. § 500 (A). 

B. The Resources and Development Committee has legislative authority to grant final 

confirmation of appointments to the Navajo Nation Water Rights Commission. 2 

N.N.C. § 501 (B) (9); GSCAP-07-04, attached as Exhibit 1. 

SECTION TWO. FINDINGS 

A. The President of the Navajo Nation is authorized to appoint one (1) member from the 

Northern ("Shiprock") Agency to the Navajo Nation Water Rights Commission 

("NNWRC"). Exhibit 1 (GSCAP-07-04, Exhibit A, Article 5 (C)). 

B. The President of the Navajo Nation has appointed Mr. LoRenzo C. Bates as the Northern 

Agency Commissioner of the NNWRC. Exhibit 2. 
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C. Mr. Bates is an enrolled member of the Navajo Nation serving on the 20th, 2l5\ 22nd
, 

and 23 rd Navajo Nation Councils. Mr. Bates was also the elected Speaker of the Navajo 

Nation Council from 2014 to 2019. Exhibit 3. 

D. Mr. Bates fulfills the requirements for appointment as the Northern Agency 

Commissioner of the NNWRC. Exhibit 1 (GSCAP-07-04, Exhibit A, Article 4A and 

Article SC). 

E. The NNWRC Plan of Operation, attached as Exhibit 1, states; "Commission members 

representing the Navajo public shall serve a term of four (4) years and maybe be 

reappointed. The first appointments having been confirmed on November 19, 2022; 

terms thereafter will expire on November 19 of the appropriate year." 

F. It is in the best interest of the Navajo Nation that Mr. LoRenzo C. Bates be appointed 

and confirmed as the Northern Agency Commissioner for the Navajo Nation Water 

Rights Commission. 

SECTION THREE. APPOINTMENT 

A. The Resources and Development Committee of the Navajo Nation Council hereby 

confirms the Navajo Nation President's appointment of Mr. LoRenzo C. Bates to the 

Navajo Nation Water Rights Commission. 

B. Mr. Bates's appointment will begin upon confirmation by the Resources and 

Development Committee and end on November 19, 2026, fulfilling the remainder of a 

three-year term as provided for in the NNWRC Plan of Operation. 

SECTION FOUR. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Action by the Resources and Development Committee shall take effect pursuant to 2 

N.N.C. § 189 (A). 
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RESOLUTION OF TIIE 
GOVERNMENT SERVICES CO~TTEE 

20th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL-Second Year, 2004 

AN ACTION 

EXHIBIT 

!I. 
GSCAP-07-04 

RELATING TO THE NAVAJO NATION WATER RIGHTS COMMISSION; 
AMENDING THE PLAN OF OPERATION FOR THE NAVAJO NATION 
WATER RIGHTS COMMISSION 

BE IT ENACTED: 

The Navajo Nation hereby amends the Plan of Operation for the Navajo 
Nation Water Rights Commission, attached hereto as Exhibit "A". 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the 
Government Services Committee of the Navajo Nation Council at a duly called 
meeting in LeChee, Navajo Nation (Arizona), at which a quorum was present and 
that same was passed by a vote of 4 in favor and O opposed, this 14th day of April 
2004. 

Motion: Leonard Teller 
Second: Orlanda S. Hodge 

l bc&;.::: 
Roy Laughte , Vice Chairperson 
Government Services Committee 

- .. 

) 



AMENDMEN1S 

Navajo Nation Water Rights Commission 

P1an of Oper.ilioo 

EXH I BIT"A" 

ToeNavajoNationCourx:ilbyResoltmonCAP-39-02establishedtbeNawjoNationWauRigbls0Jmm~sim(herein 

refemrlto as ''Comrni5.>ion") in the ExeaJtive Bran::hoftbe.Navajo Natioogovemm:m 

Artide2. Purpme 

Toe~ of the Commission iilto enrurethat the \Wterrigb!s of the Navajo Nationare~pllS!Ed. effi:cti~y 

cmdinan::d, and D enhanretbe<mlIIlUilirntioo bemeatall attities ~in w.m:rrigbrseffi:11s on tx:halfofthe 

Nawjo Naticn 

Artide 3. Definffions 

Asuredbacin r.be illlowingtcmsshall be defined~ 

A "ApooirajMe:mber.i" rmns1he five (S) m:mbas of the Commissioo who 1@1-esent the Navajo N7lic and 

are !:ll'Qinll;d pursuant to Article 5 of this Plan of(µration. 

AB. •~"rream toovetSee,directand<n.tdiua1e. 

B:C. 'Watr::r Righl.5'' mm tbedevetopment. filingand~on orsettkment of claim; in any jurisdiction and 

shall include the~tionand<kvelq,rrentof \.vetw•m:r. 

Artide4. ~QuruificationsandTennofOffire 

A ToeCommi,$ionshall ~ist of seven(T) rrembas. No less 1ban five (S)oftbe uffllbers shall ce e:mollcd 

m:nres of the Navajo Trftx:. Th'O of the ~sballsetVe on the C~ by viitlJe ofthe 
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EXH I B IT"A" 

plSitia1 trey occupy.in tbe Navajo govemmerit;ooe(l)oftbe~ shall beoxupied bytbe Maney 

Gmnlor~oflhe Navajo Nation and ore (1) of the lX)Sitiom shall be occupjedbytbeDirectoccrthe 

sim:snoftb;: ~ofWm~oftheDiviiicnof'Narural~oftbeNavajo 

govemrrent Slrli~shall ~full merrb:cllipandatiba:it),asairernhroftheC-ornrrmm 

B. 1rerermining five(S) ~ sball be fi!Jedin~with Ire <JHX)lll!m::rt~ JmVidedin Article 5 

in fui. Plan of Operation, and they shall be rremcers of the Navajor,Jblic repre;enting C!Ch of the five (5) BIA 

~agencifsonthe Na:v.tjc>Nation. 

C. Comrnizionmembeis ~the Navajo public shall serve a tmnof fum-(4) ~ and may be re­

~inted Toe ~aro;?intrmits bavlng been cmfirrmioo Novemtx:r 19, 2002: 1mm thoeylqwiile-g,ire 

oo~ 19oftbeamgnaft:\eru". 

D. 

9-J; In adertoerwrecantinuity.atthe fustmeetingoftbe C~ion the five (5) ~ ~inled 

pirswnt to Article 4 sbail draw lots firtreir initial tmns, two term; sball be fi:c a ore (1) ~perioo, two mm 

shallteforatwo(2)~tennperiod,andonetamsballbeforatbree(3)year~ Atthecondusionof 

these initial tenra all tetrm shall be afour)'eat"pmci 

J;E No ekctaiofficial from any ~(st:ite. county. federal, cityortriraI) st.ill be e!igtole for~ 

Ar1ide5. Appointmentsand<:oofinnations 

A 1re Spealaoftbe Navajo Natic:n Couro1 shall aw>irittwo (2) rremms; the ~of the Navajo Nation 

shall appoint two (2)ncnbos; and tbe OliefJ\Niceofthe Navajo Natiai shall~ one (1) meroh:r. 

B. 1re ~ ~ ~ Oxnmittre of the Navajo Nalioo CouncilIDill coofum the ~(5) 

arxx,irJtaj Cemmissioo m:mbcs EtprCS:.Atir6 !he Na.;:ajo poolie illlovAngarecotm~ey lhe 

~Cemmitleeofthe'HavajoNatioa Cam. 
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C 

D. 

EXHIBIT"A" 

,t\s 50Cll as~mtae~efd!isP!an~ rbe lhree.Braaeh Chief; offheNlwjeNatke 

smRameaee•+'los.iecmrta~toofuie(53Blt' .. geogiaptie,gaeeiE'SIRD\g~irptlp8StS 

efmal-.:Bgappeialmeem;as~iRSta &etieaAaem:e. Suekletdmwmgby'1e BraaeeQ!efsseallbe 

~eB£eeYa3-'iH;YMSlhamfiet: ToeSpeaks:oftbeNavajoNationCoorrilisM?ignedtom;xm:it 

meQ)memberfiom the Eas1emAgm:;yandmeffi membediom theFcrt~ Agency; tbePr:esirentof . 

lheNavajo Natioo isassignedtoam,orntcem rmnbermxn lheSbiprockAgm:yandoneQ}memberfium 

theOrlnieAgeq;y. andlheOliefJusticeofthe'Nayajo Nation isassimmto apmintooeQ)rrmmmn the 

WtSJ?m&oencv. Such rw>1miertiatims rm,vbeofinqividuals with experien:;es in butmt limited to the fields 

ofglgiJ1CC1itig. ccommics. hpologv, naturalrcs:m:cs lawor!R'Yingin thecaoocityasaplblicoffidal. 

Apublicannouncementoftheexpirationofthe rmnof an Appointed Comrnmmershall be~si,qy{&>} 

davspriqto Novercm 19. 

Arfide6. 

A TheR:sourccsCOtnamoftbeNavajoNaticnCooncilmaymroveaCommissionmemberawoi?l11::d 

puisuantto Article4S,oolyafio: l)Jl'OVD08tbatCommissiooerwilha WDill:llnoliceoflhe grourxlfor 

removal,2)IXOvidingan~firarespoose,mi3)appowloftwo-fuirdc;ofthefu1hrentcrsb;>. Toe 

rerooval ofaCommissionmembcrshall befa:gooocame91:has, butootlimitcdto.neglectof duly, 

miscoodix.1crinabilitytoci;cbatgetbe dmof1beCommission RfmJwloftbeAttaneyGermlcr 

~aIXIDirecur<l's~oflh: Depamu::otofWmResc:ucesfiantheCommissionsbailoc:cur 

oolywbenttlfSCirx!ividJalsmerermvedfu:mtbeiricspectivepooitioa;inamannercou.sb1tttwith2N.N.C.§ 

196'2(B)pettainingto1heA1!J:m::JGen:ralarritheNavajoPnzenceinEmploym:ntAl:t, lSN.N.C. §601 et 

seq. ~lainingtotheDireda:oftmDqmlmaltofWaterResc:Ut:es. 

B. When a Canmissionrmnmresignscxdoest¥."t~thetmnof office firanyreason, thevacantpa;ition 

shrul be filled in the smnemannerprovia:d in Arti.cle4 5 furlho:sepositims 1qm:senting the Navajo public, 

p-ovidedtbat~Bl'.l)C)irJlIIJCUt by1bc rdr:wit Bm::h Clliefis made wiJhin 60 days of notice oflhewa«y, If 

tmeism!ffeiBtR&ltYrilhinsaid()(}EB)'Sh~O:IBmil!Eeefthe}lwajeNa!ieeea:ieeil!HIUmake 

theaweiflllnentrorthemmeeatthetmnef!he·JOCaledpoonoo. ThelX)Sitioo.sreservoofirtheA11r:m::/ 
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C. 

D. 

E. 

EXH I B IT"A" 

Geo::ralarrltheDirecttroftbeDei:artnmofWarerResoutcesoftbeDivisionofNaturalRes.-x.ntessbailbe 

filled on an interim~ by acting personnel until pennanentlyfilled. 

ResiQJlatiom shall be in \MIDllgto the C1lajrcersoooftheC.ommission andtbe01airperson oftheRescxm:es 

Coamlittee of the Navajo Natioo Council. 

The w;,intmentshall be fur the balance ofthetennoftbe position vacated 

If there is no aooointment "'ithin said 60 cfaw of the y.:µrx:y. the R.es:ucec; Committee of tre Navajo Nation 

comril shall make theappoinn,,enr. 

A The Comrni$ionshall selectfiolnarrongthe five(5)~ by majtXilyvote, a Cbaiq:le%soo, and 

Vice-Olairperscn NeitfrrtbeAttom:yGeneral oortbe Directorofthe ~ofWater ~ shall 

serve in these capicities. 

G.B. Coosen<;t.rs shall re required to cany all official actioos of the Commission. vvith 1he exception of the election of 

officels prnmt to Sub-5ection A above. 

Article 8. Authorities 

A The Comrnissionsballbave the following enumerared authorities: 

1. Toassess.~and implerreattbe NavajoNalioo's wat.el"rigblsclaims to~tbebibilily 

ar..d ~.oritizllicn of su:h claims ar.ddevise an overall~ fur the Nation's puISUitof socb.claims. 

4 
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EXHIBIT"A" 

2 To advireandreportto tbePresmttofthe Navajo Natioo,andRfsol.irt:esCommiure offu: Navajo 

Nation Council, on 1he sm1lJS andpogress of waterrigll15 claims, c:onsistentwi!hSul>SecticnA 1 

above. 

3. Tosenreastheprinciptlpointofcont1ct1irtbeNavajoNationonallmooia,publicrelationsandpublic 

education efioos regardingwarerrigbts andsball coorctina1e all p.lblic stateo:xnts en trese issu:s. 

4. To establish 1he policies and priorities forthe~ of the Navajo Nation Water Rights C1aim 

Fund 

5. Toapprovethe ~~and expendill.lreoftbe Navajo Nation Water RigbtsClaimFtmd. 

6. To develop andrecornmeoo to theResoorces 0,.1n11i!fi£ andBudgetarxlFmanceCommitteesofthe 

Navajo Naticn Council, the expenditure plan furtbe Navajo Nation W-ater Rights ClaimFund 

~thepn:x:edures firreqllSingtbet.reof money:fiom1heFurrl. 

7. To est:lblishandsupeivisenegotiating teamsfurany artlall Navajo Nation w.nerrightc; negotiatim 

effix1s to ensure consistency of positions and to ma."'Cimi2esu::cess cal5istmwith the Nm-ajo Natim 

·waterstraregy. 

8. To enbalxecommunicaticn between the8P{lqrille Navajo Natimdivmis, ~r!Dl.S.progmms, 

chap!elsand~a.:,oencies,theNavajop.ibliconwaterrightsis.suesbyJXO(h.v:ingperiodic 

rle\lVSlettas, fostering the irnxre:lia!euse of wet ,..,.arcr arxi olber acticn to prereive a-enhm::e Navajo 

Naticn Wat.er Rights Oaims. 

9. To cooductplhlic nl.'etings~ to seekar:dreceiveinr,Jtfiom the Navajo p.iblic on water rights 

i.%1.Jes. 

10. To recorrnreooresolutimsoc legislaticn to tbe.Resootces Committee or other Standing Canmittees of 

the Navajo Nation Coon:il to enhance the Navajo Naticn!X)Sitioo on waterrigbrs clairm. 

5 



EXH I B IT"A" 

11. To adopt such rules andregulatioos including, ireetingJXOCOOllreS as it deems necessary andftOPel" for 

the orderly and efficient conduct of meeting5 and bl.lSiness. 

12 To~ pettinentcontracl'i, erq>Ioyment, and personnel, including the hiring of specialis1s/experts 

and olherpersonnel provided for in !re Water Rigbls Claims Furv:fs. 

B. TheC.Ornmissionshallbaveallnecessazyandproperauthoritiestoimplementandcanyoutthepuq:x:x;esset 

forth in Article 2 above. 

Article9. M~andQµorum~mentefE.'l)efl5eS 

A Official Meetings 

1. Regularrneetings. TheCommissionsballmeetat le:l&m:e a mmth. Regu)armeetiru?S shall be lrl:l 

the second Thtn:sdav of everv month. Cornmi$ionmembets need not be '(Xl}'Sicallyp:esentatthe 

regular meetings for:p.nJX>Se.5 of establishing a quorum but !mY shall attend and i;mticiglte regwar 
meetmgs electrooically relephonically fer eooo cauc;e if not physicallyim;ent. 

2 Special meetings. Special meeting,mny be called by tre Cbanperson of tre Commissoo. 

Commis.5ion rnemh!rs need. not be physic:illy present at the ~meetings forpt!OOSC;S of 

estlblishingaguonmbut!!!!Ysaallattendandi;xµticiootespecialmeetingseledronically 

telephonicallv if not~ present 

3. Quarterly Public Meeting& The Commission shall cooouctat le3Stooce ina qumterameetingVvbere 

the Navajo general public rmy poviderecomrn:ndatioo on the Navajo water rights mies. Su;b 

{Xlblic meetings SJall rotate aimng lhe five agencies on a qllarterly oo.sis. 

4. Emergency Meetings. The C~on mayccnducterragency-meetings on orofftr.e :--:avajo 

Nation withcut Irior twmy-four(24) hourooti.ce. 

B. Notice of1...1eeting5 

6 
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C. 

EXH I B IT"A" 

l. Unless a meeting dale and tnreis ffit:lblishedattbetrig:Omrrnission rreetmg.Nnoticeof meetings 

smting the date and time, place and agenda shall be properly acliressed to each Commissionrrem.ber. 

2 Notice is deemed waived by the Oxnrnisoon rnembeis attending the meeting in which the next 

meeting date and time is established. 

~ Tocallanemetgencymeetiog the~nmd:terminewhetheraneim:gencye.id.5ts. FU11her, 

tbemembe:softbeCommiS5ion~attendingtbemeetingwillck:lcurmlttbe~ofsuch 

emergency in its meeting minuresand resoluti005. 

4. Notices of qparterlypublic meetiruls shall beproyided throu2h public media (e.!Z. radio and'oc 

~)atlea5ttwoweeksqiortotbero,iarterlyaj)lictreetin,g. 

Ouonm Four (4) Cornrni$ion rmnbers includiru!1he q,airpersm and'or Vice Q:iaimetwnshall ccmtin.tte a 

GD. CommissionActioos. Al1Sllb51antive actions oftbe Commis.5ionshal1 be taken bywrltten resolution duly 

certifiai by the presiding officer. Sudiresolutioos shall be rosed upon oonserisus of 1be ~nmembas, 

as Jr()Vided in Article 7 GB above. 

E. 

NationCooncilandoal.yO:lmmi$ionera appointedpuamttoAfticle Fooallbe ~S200.00 foreach. 

da;·ofoffieialeo11n1lissim~\r.ml~'5icallJr~atm.mES:iag: 

P...E. Minutes andResolutian5. Access to minutes of meetings andresolutioos of the Commis.5ion, and.all other 

recools oftbe Commissionshall. be govaned by the Navajo NaticnPrivacy Act, 2 N.N.C Seetiea§§ 81, et seq. 

Article 10. · Reimbursement and Stipends 

7 
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A 

B. 

C 

EX HI B IT"A" 

The Commission members shall be reirnI:xn-sedactual and reasonable expenses at the rate approved foc 

membe:s oftbe Navajo Nation Courr:iI Mien oowicaily ortelephonicallypresent at all meetings, ac; defined in 

Article 9 and occasions ac; defined in Article lQ(Q. 

rneeruw;asspecinedinArticle9whenphysicallycrtelephooicallypresentatsuchmeetings. 

court~ public meetings, and other such occasions apg:oyed bytfle Commi$ioo. orneces<xnV furtbe 

execution oftbe Commissioo's oorposeas sprified in Article 2 

TheNavajoDeplrtmeutofWaierResourcesshail.provideadministralivesuwcrttotbeCommissionuntilruchtimeas 

the Comrnis&on hires a CommissionstafE 

Attaclm to this Plan of Operation as "Exhibit l" is an~ chart tbatdepids oowthe CoIIlrlli$ion is integrated 

into the Navajo Nation govemm:rmtlstructure. 

Amdea 13. Amendments to the Plan of Operation 

ThisPlanofOperaticn(including theOtganizational Clmt) rmybeamen:bifiom m tom by the Government 

Services c.ommittee of the Navajo Nation Oruncil upcn 1be recommendation of the Resources Committee of !be Navajo 

Nmionand lhe Navajo Nation Warer RighlsCommis.5ion 

8 
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The Navajo Nation DR.Buu NYGRENPREs10Erur 
Yideeskq~di Nitsahakees RICHELLE MONTOYA VICE PRESIDENT 

LoRenzo C. Bates 
P.O. Box 
Fruitland, NM 87416 

May 3, 2023 

Re: Appointment to the Navajo Water Rights Commission 

Dear Mr. Bates, 

EXHIBIT 

2.. 

I am pleased to appoint you to the Navajo Water Right Commission representing the Northern 
Agency. I am confident you have the background, experience and education to represent the 
interests of this Administration on this Commission. This appointment is subject to confirmation 
by the Resources and Development Committee of the Navajo Nation Council. 

I appreciate your desire to serve the Navajo Nation and the Navajo People. If there are any 
questions, please contact Patrick Sandoval, Chief of Staff at (928) 871-7244. 

Post Office Box 7440 • Window Rock, Arizona 86515 • Phone: (928) 871-7000 • Fax: (928) 871-4025 
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May 1, 2023 

President Buu Nygren 

LoRenzo Chee Bates 
P.O.Box 

Fruitland, New Mexico 87416 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT & VICE-PRESIDENT 
P. 0. Box 7440 
Window Rock, AZ 86515 

RE: APPOINTMENT TO THE WATER COMMISSION 

Honorable President; 

EXHIBIT 

3 

I am very honored to submit this letter to notify you of my interest to serve on the Water 
Commission. If selected, I will certainly carry out my duties to its fullest, and will certainly represent 
your administration with high honor and respect. 

I've enclosed my resume, and upon reviewing, you will find that my background experience and 
knowledge will certainly help your administration with the water issues that the Navajo Nation is 
facing at this time. 

Thank you. 

c~~p~ 
LoRenzo C. Bates 



LoRenzo Chee Bates 

OBJECTIVE: To be appointed to Navajo Nation Water Commission 

EXPERIENCE & WORK HISTORY: 

2019-2023,Retirement 

• Ranching and farming activities 
• Advisor to Navajo Nation "enterprise", state and federal officials only when called upon 

2015-2019 23RD NavaJo Nation Council Delegate 

• Navajo Nation Council Speaker 
• Head of the Legislative Branch, Legislative Branch Programs and presided over the 

Naabi'kiyati' Committee and Council Sessions 
• Carried out administrative duties of the Office of the Speaker 
• Representing T'iistoh Sikaad, Nenahnezad, Upper Fruitland, Tse' Daa' Kaan, Newcomb, 

San Juan Chapters 

2011-2015 22N° Navajo Nation Council Delegate 

• Representing T'iistoh Sikaad, Nenahnezad, Upper Fruitland, Tse' Daa' Kaan, Newcomb, 
San Juan Chapters 

• Navajo Nation Council Speaker-April 1, 2014 to January 13, 2015 
• Head of the Legislative Branch, Legislative Branch Programs and presided over the 

Naabi'kiyati' Committee and Council Sessions 
• Carried out administrative duties of the Office of the Speaker 
• Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee 
• Chairman of the Navajo Nation Retirement Committee 
• Chairman of the Navajo Nation Council Gaming Task Force - New Mexico Gaming 

Compact 
• Member of the Navajo Times Shareholder Committee 
• Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee's Navajo Nation Indirect Cost Sub-

committee 
• Member of the Navajo Nation Investment Committee 
• Chairman of the Sacred Sites Committee as Speaker 
• Chairman of the Energy Task Force as Speaker 
• Sponsor of various legislations 

2007-2011 21st Navajo Nation Council Delegate 

• Representing Upper Fruitland Chapter, Navajo Nation (New Mexico) 
• Chairman of the Budget and Finance Committee 
• Sponsor of various legislations 
• Chairman of the Navajo Nation Retirement Committee 
• Member of the Navajo Nation Investment Committee 

1 



LoRenzo Chee Bates 

• Member Navajo Nation State Task Force (New Mexico) 
• Member 2011 Transition Task Force 
• Navajo Oil and Gas Shareholder Representative for Budget and Finance Committee 
• Navajo Engineering and Construction Authority Board of Director 
• Member of the New Mexico Reapportionment Task Force 

2003-2007 Navajo Nation Council Delegate 

• Representing Upper Fruitland Chapter, Navajo Nation (New Mexico) 
• Member of Ethics and Rules Committee 
• Chairman of Ethics and Rules Committee 
• Sponsor of various legislations 
• Member Navajo Nation Council Reorganization Task Force 
• Navajo Oil and Gas Representative for Ethics and Rules Committee 

2001-2003 Agricultural Consultant Services. Self-Employment 

• Agricultural Consultant work with the Country of Mexico 

1996-2001 General Manager, Navajo Agricultural Products Industry (NAPI}. Farmington. NM 

• Responsible for $26-32 million annual revenue 
• Reduced operating cost of s2.4 million for 1998-1999 
• Developed market accessibility for NAPI products nationally and internationally 
• Successfully embarked on federal Legislation appropriation of s25.5M for continued 

development ofNIIP Project 
• Total increase of $3.2 million for Operation and Maintenance for Fiscal Years 1997, 1998 

and 1999 
• Developed and have maintained positive dialogue with New Mexico State Legislatures, 

Federal, Congressional and the Navajo Nation Council 
• Pursued Potato Processing Facilities at NAPI 
• Negotiation of Growing and Factory Ventures for future Potato Processing Facilities 
• Successfully lobbied the New Mexico State Legislature to allow Indian Tribes accessibility 

to the New Mexico State Finance Authority Bond Financing 
• Successfully completed Navajo Nation Council approval of Navajo Agricultural Products 

Industry Plan of Operation 
• Obtained approval for continued development of Blocks 8, 9, 10 and 11 with initial 

development Block 8 (13,000 acres). Increasing total acres to 110603 to be developed 
• Development of NAPI Truck Stop Facilities, which opened October 7, 1999 
• Reduced electricity by 50% through the use ofWAPA power 
• Introduction of Section 17 Federal Charter for NAPI 
• Recognition in National Published Industry magazine: Vegetable Grower as Vegetable 

Grower of the Year 
• Developed 5-year, 10 year and 15 year added value facilities in conjunction with future NIIP 

development and global marketing strategies 
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LoRenzo Chee Bates 

1992-1996 Farm Operations Director for NAPI. Farmington. New Mexico 

• Directly responsible for all farming and productions on 45,000/50,ooo acres, 23 
departments, including all related purchases and capital acquisitions, within the confines 
of a limited capital budget and maintaining an annual budget of approximately s23M 

• Insured that all farming operations are completed correctly and timely to achieve the best 
possible crop yield and quality and therefore profitability 

• Developed agronomy crop management plans for each crop 
• Developed 5-year, 10 year and 15-year cropping plans in conjunction with future Block 

Development and global marketing strategies 
• Focused on increasing knowledge of personnel by providing workshops, safety seminars, 

etc. for approximately 400 employees 
• Established cost saving programs in excess of $1,000,000 
• Introduced new technology to increase efficiency for maximum production 

1986-1992 Livestock Director. NAPI. Farmington. New Mexico 

• Developed feeding program to utilize by-products (potatoes, onions, pumpkins, squash, 
etc.) to achieve lower competitive costs of gain, thereby attracting additional customers 
and allowing a benefit from both sale of ration and increased customer clientele 

• Developed program for employees to increase their knowledge of the industry by sending 
them to training programs, seminars and packing plants, thereby, enhanced employee's 
morale and also able to attain a low employee turn-over 

• In cooperation with the United States Forestry Service, the Navajo Nation Tribal Resource 
Department and NAP! were able to retain grazing privileges on the Peaks Ranch in 
Flagstaff, Arizona by providing cattle and also able to return a profit NAP!. This venture 
also established a partnership with the Navajo Nation by owning at least 50% of cattle 
thus, minimizing the risk to NAPI 

• Increased marketing and purchasing of cattle nationally and internationally. Enhancing 
NAP! as recognizable and competitive source to the industry. 

• Recognized in two (2) nationally published magazines: C.A.L.F. Cattle Feeder News 
concerning Americas Livestock Good News Health, Norden Laboratories 

• Established solid clientele in Cattle Purchasing field in the following states and country: 
The Navajo Nation, New Mexico, Utah, Arizona, Colorado, Texas, Oklahoma, California, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, and the Country of Mexico 

• Established solid clientele in the Cattle Marketing Field, Monfort of Colorado, Greeley, 
CO, Iowa Beef Processors, Amarillo, TX, Excel Corporation, Wichita, KS, Karler Packing, 
Albuquerque, NM, Sunland Beef, Phoenix, AZ and International Market of Mexico 

1982-1986 Feed yard Foreman, NAPI, Farmington, NM 

• Supervision of Feed Crew, Pen Riders, processing crew, maintaining accurate records ofall 
cattle movement, i.e. in/out, pen changes. 

• Developed health programs to minimize death loss in cooperation with producers-based 
availability of acreage by working in conjunction with Regional Farm Managers 
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LoRenzo Chee Bates 

1976-1982 Cattle Manager. NAPI. Farmington. NM 

• Responsible for cow/calf operation (500 head) 
• Breeding, health programs, marketing of calves' selection and purchasing of replacement 

heifers and bulls, maintaining records, planning and established Cow Camp Feed yard in 
preparation for expansion of livestock program 

• Developed the Health-Processing-Receiving Program of Cow Camp feed yard 
• Established program for animals received from Joint-Use Area livestock 
• Supervised 5-10 employees 

1975-1976 Cattle Foreman, NAPI. Farmington. NM 

• Supervised the training of CETA personnel employed by NAPI in preparation for 
integrated livestock program 

EDUCATION: 

Associates of Science Degree, Dixie College, St. George, Utah 
Bachelor of Science Degree, Utah State University, Logan, Utah 
High School Diploma, Navajo Methodist Mission School, Farmington, NM 

AFFILIATIONS/REFERENCES: 

New Mexico Cattle Growers Association 
Texas Cattle Feeders Association-Director 
National Cattlemen's Association-Director 
Federal Lands Committee Member 
Resolutions Committee Member 
Dine' College New Campus Board of Directors-Member 
San Juan Dine River Water Users-Board Member, Vice-President 
Huerfano Cattlemen's Association-Secretary/Treasurer 
Colorado River Water Users Association, Director 
Upper Fruitland Community Land Use Planning Committee, President 
Upper Fruitland Chapter Representative for Governmental Reform 
Who's Who in Agriculture 
Visionary Entrepreneurs of Agriculture Recipient 
Navajo Nation Oil & Gas Shareholder, Representative for Ethics and Rules Committee (2003-2007) 
Navajo Nation Oil & Gas Shareholder, Representative for Budget and Finance Committee (2007-

2014) 
Navajo Times Shareholder Committee (2011-2014) 

Navajo Nation Rodeo Cowboys Association (NNRCA) 
United States Team Roping Championships (USTRC) 
Dixie College Rodeo Team 
Upper Fruitland Fairgrounds Committee Member (Revitalized Upper Fruitland Annual Rodeo) 
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Office of Legislative Counsel 
Telephone: (928) 871-7166 
Fax# (928) 871-7576 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

Dana L. Bobroff, Chief Leg· I 
Office of Legislative Counsel 

July 26, 2023 

Counsel 

Honorable Crystalyne Curley 
Speaker 

25'" Navajo Nation Council 

SUBJECT: AN ACTION RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE; CONFIRMING THE NAVAJO NATION PRESIDENT'S 
APPOINTMENT OF MR. LORENZO C. BATES TO THE NAVAJO NATION 
WATER RIGHTS COMMISSION AS THE NORTHERN AGENCY 
COMMISSIONER 

I have prepared the above-referenced proposed resolution and associated legislative summary 
sheet pursuant to your request for legislative drafting. Based on existing law and review of 
documents submitted, the resolution as drafted is legally sufficient. As with any action of 
government however, it can be subject to review by the courts in the event of proper challenge. 

The Office of Legislative Counsel confirms the appropriate standing committee(s) based on the 
standing committees powers outlined in 2 N.N.C. §§301, 401, 501, 601 and 701. Nevertheless, 
"the Speaker of the Navajo Nation Council shall introduce [the proposed resolution] into the 
legislative process by assigning it to the respective oversight committee(s) of the Navajo Nation 
Council having authority over the matters for proper consideration." 2 N.N.C. § 164(A)(5). 

Please ensure that his particular resolution request is precisely what you want. You are encouraged 
to review the proposed resolution to ensure that it is drafted to your satisfaction. 

Office of Legislative Counsel I The Legislative Branch I Post Office Box 3!90 I Window Rock, Ari=ona I 86515 



THE NAVAJO NATION 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

INTERNET PUBLIC REVIEW PUBLICATION 

LEGISLATION NO: 0161-23 SPONSOR: Rickie Nez 

TITLE: An Action Relating to Resources and Development Committee; 
Confirming the Navajo Nation President's Appointment of Mr. LoRenzo C. Bates to 
the Navajo Nation Water Rights Commission as the Northern Agency 
Commissioner 

Date posted: July 27, 2023 at 7:10PM 

Digital comments may be e-mailed to comments@navaio-nsn.gov 

Written comments may be mailed to: 

Executive Director 
Office of Legislative Services 

P.O. Box 3390 
Window Rock, AZ 86515 

(928) 871-7586 

Comments may be made in the form of chapter resolutions, letters, 
position papers, etc. Please include your name, position title, address 
for written comments; a valid e-mail address is required. Anonymous 
comments will not be included in the Legislation packet. 

Please note: This digital copy is being provided for the benefit of the Navajo Nation 
chapters and public use. Any political use is prohibited. All written comments received 
become the property of the Navajo Nation and will be forwarded to the assigned Navajo 
Nation Council standing committee(s) and/or the Navajo Nation Council for review. Any 
tampering with public records are punishable by Navajo Nation law pursuant to 17 
N.N.C. §374 et. seq. 




